Defining love
Dear Gentlemen

I have come to a standstill – I am bewildered, befuddled, confused, puzzled and slightly disoriented by the baffling, perplexing, and somewhat confusing things that I have heard of late. As you well know, I am one of your biggest fans. I truly admire you and have great respect for  you. It is because I so value what you say, that I want your help in trying to decipher and make sense of what is being said.

I would like to quote to you some of the things that have been said recently:

Person 1: Rabbi I have a question: let's say you see this girl that you really love, and you want to talk to her, how ….

I interject: did you say "you really love?", have you ever spoken to this girl before?

Person: No, but you see her and….

Person 2 : Rabbi I am dating this girl that I really love and I think we are going to break up tomorrow…

I interject: you mean she is going to stop the relationship?

Person 2 No, I might end the relationship

I interject: WHY WOULD YOU END THE RELATIONSHIP WITH SOMEONE YOU LOVE?

Person 2 well it is not that kind of love…. I don't know if we match… I am wondering if I could stand staying with her…

Person 3 I am dating this girl who I love and I think that she is bad for me
I interject how does that work? 

Question what is love?

What is important to verify before marriage?

What do you expect to get out of marriage?

What do you expect to invest in marriage?

What do you expect from your wife?

What does it take make a(n ideal) marriage work?

Why are you getting married?
Love – want to give – not take – 
Taking – loving ones self, 

Loving someone else – wanting their good (not to exclude mutual good) – their good includes:

Physical – basic providing,

Spiritual – not to be their mashgiach, but yes to provide for it – baby sit so she can go to class,  pray at an early minyan so she could go to regular prayer, 

TIME – attention – to give time to talk, give affection – show appreciation – husband comes home and says -  honey what did you do all day – when I left this morning the house was clean and the kids sleeping, when I come back it is the same way?
What is important to verify before marriage – what will the marriage be built on – mutual respect, interest, vantage point (PRIOROTIES), appreciation, goals, 

Why we don't touch before marriage

1 the torah says so. (period)

2 it doesn't help, that isn't at all what will make or break a marriage – looks are  important , but in perspective

