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INTRO TO EIN YA'AKOV
History of the Talmud Burning by the church
.

Historical background of the Author
Rabbi Yakov the Son of Rabbi Shlomo Ibn Chaviv came from the city of Samarra on the river Dowara in the city of Leon in Northern Spain. He was exiled when king Ferdinand expelled the Jews from Spain in the year 5252 or 1492 C.E. He was exiled along with many other great Rabbis among them the aristocrat Rabbi Isac Abarbanel and Rabbi Isac the composer of the Akaidat Yitschak. Upon being banished from spain, he lived in the city of Saloniki. He had yearned for many years to compose the books of Ein Yakov. He was unable to, because for a long while, he hadn't a copy of the complete Shas, with commentaries. In Saloniki he was able to attain a complete Shas and commentaries and he completed two Sedariim and brought them to print in the year 5276 (1516 C.E.). Upon his passing, his son Rabbi Levi Ibn Chaviv completed the work. The father had embossed the stories of the Talmud with the commentaries of Rashi, Tosafot, Nachmanadies, Ritva, Ran and other great Rabbis. He also added his own commentary named Amar Hakotev ("The Writer Says"). He managed to attain the Jerusalem Talmud for the two Sedarim he composed. His son was less successful in attaining commentaries and could not get a hold of the Jerusalem Talmud on the remaining Sedarim. As such, there is, comparatively, little commentary on the last 4 Sedarim and no quotes from the Jerusalem Talmud.
Ein Yaakov and the Burning of the Talmud
Initially the first volume was called Ein Yakov and the second volume Beit Yakov. 

In the year 5313 {1553 C.E.} three mumarim apostates spoke badly about the Talmud before the pope Julius III and they claimed the the Talmud is replete with blasphemes against Christianity. On August 10th 1553 C.E. he decreed that all versions of the Talmud and the Agada be burned

The onset of 5314 {1554C.E.} was witness to burnings of the Talmud throughout rome and then in venice and most of the italialn cities. Again, tens of thousands of copies of the Talmud were set ablaze. In May of that year {1554} the pope decreed that anyone who doesn’t' forfeit all of his copies of Talmud and Agada to the inquisitor (religious investigator) within a month, will be inflicted with both bodily and monetary harm. 

5 years later, (in the year of 5319 {1559C.E.}) the decree spread to the State of Mayland through the efforts of two priests and an apostate. At that time over 10,000 copies of the Talmud were burned and the great Yeshiva of Rabbi Yosef Otlinga (composer of the לוח הדינים "Chart of Laws" in the Mordechai and the Ran) was terminated.
Being that Italy was home to most of the Jewish Printing Presses at that time, these decrees brought the Talmud to near extinction. 
This decree was sustained for ten years (till  5324 {1564C.E.})
5324 {1564C.E.} - After Ten years of this persecution, the Jews implored of the pope pious IV and the great religious assembly that had convened that year, and they conceded to lighten the decree. They permitted to print the Tamud and Agadah with the following stipulations: 
1. Any version that would be printed must first be "censored" by the roman censor
2. They must be given new names and none of these works may be printed using their authentic names, nor may there be any mention of their authentic names.

Before they could start printing in Italy, that pope died and his successor refused to permit the, now censored Talmud, to be printed, even under a new name. So, another 14 years passed with no renewed printing of the Talmud until in 5338 {1578} – the Talmud was again brought to print in the city of Basel in Switzerland. 
At that time, however, permission was granted to print the Ein Yakov – with the same preconditions: it was censored by the censure, and given a new name. And so the Ein Yakov was finally brought to print in the year 5326 {1566}. It was censured and given the new name of Ein Yisroel for part 1 and Beit Yisrael for part 2 (in Judaism Yakov and Yisrael are two names of the Patriarch Jacob:-) )

Given that much of European Jewry couldn't get their hands on a copy of the Talmud, and in many lands, mere possession of a copy of the Talmud was considered a great crime; the Ein Yakov would serve as the luminary of the times. It was the only Talmudic work that Jews could legally print, buy, and learn. For the next fourteen years it was to be the beacon of many of East Europe's Jewry. After gaining such popularity and prominence, the Ein Yakov maintained its central role in Jewish Learning for centuries to come.

� This was not the first time the church had persecuted Jewish texts. The precedents for this evil and malevolent injustice had been  when  pope gregory IX decreed to burn all versions of the Talmud in france and italy in the year 4999 {1239 C.E.}. That decree achieved that tens of thousands of copies of the Talmud thrown into the wicked conflagrations. The decree was repeated in the year 5024 {1264 C.E.} by the pope Clemens IV. It was only in the year 5280 that the church again permitted the printing of the Talmud, and this too was short-lived, as 33 years later, we find ourselves with the aforementioned renewed Talmud burnings.





� The Talmud that was later printed in Basilica in the years 5338-5341 {1578-1581} was also only printed after heavy censorship. Being that it was prohibited to mention the name "talmud" anywhere in the text, anytime the Talmud or it's commentaries used the word "talmud" he replaced it with the word "gemara" or "shas" even in places where the word was used as a verb and not as a (noun,) reference to the actual Talmud,  he would force them to change the word to "limud"
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