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בס"ד
Sources for the Book of Ester

Exile of the Ten Northern Tribes by the Assyrian King Sancheiriv 2 Kings Chapter 17

First Capture of Jerusalem (Jewish King Yehoyakim) by Nebuchadnetsar King of Babylon 2 Kings Chapter 23

First Exile of Judah – The King Yehoyachin and the "Charash and Masger" Craftsmen and Smiths – an allusion to the Rabbi's. 2 Kings Chapter 24

Jeremiah's Prophecy to the Exiled Jews in Babylon – 70 Years till your return – build homes etc. Jeremiah Chapter 29

Second Capture of Jerusalem and Exile of the Jews under Tsidkiyahu the King by Nebuchadnezzar the Babylonian King. 2 Kings Chapter 25

Nebuchadnezar Came to Power in the 4th Year of Yehoyakim

Nebuchadezar's Years
:



1 Conquered Ninveh – Assyrian Capitol



2 – Conquered Yehoyakim (Yehoyakim served him for 3 years and rebelled for another 3 until-)



8 –  Reconquered Yehoyakim – killed him and established his son Yehoyachin as king over Israel. Upon returning to Babylon his advisors told him that if the father (Yehoyakim) rebelled, the son (Yehoyachin) shouldn't be trusted (from a bad dog you don't get a good pup
)

9- Nebuchadnezzar returned and exiled Yehoyachin and established Matanya as king of the Jews –changing his name to Tsidkiyahu. He also exiled the leaders and Rabbis of Jerusalem. 

Nebuchadnezzar took Jewish Children from among the exiled leaders– among them Daniel Chananya MIsha'el and Azaryah for 3 years education so that they should serve as advisors to him.



19- Final Exile of Tsidkiyahu and Israel and Destruction of Temple



21 – Nebuchadnezzar Dreams of the great idol Crushed by a Rock and cannot recall what he dreamt – Daniel reveals the dream and interprets it.

After hearing the interpretation (and learning that all kingdoms will ultimately be subservient to the Messiah) Nebuchadnezzar makes a grand idol with the threat that all must bow to it. His goal
 is to get the Jews to sin so that G-d will leave them.

The Jews bow – except Chananya, Misha'el, Azarya (and Daniel). The Three are thrown into the furnace and live. According to Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochay 
 it is because of this sin that G-d allowed Haman's decree to annihilate the Jews, to be written.

Nebuchadnezzar dreams of the great tree being cut down – he turns animal-like for 7 "periods" (years \according to Rashi)

Belshatsar Year 1 Daniel has dream of 4 wild animals

Belshatsar Year 3 – Wars with Persian/Mede empire – Belshatsar wins a battle – rejoices
, uses the Mikdash vessels – Miraculous hand appears and writes on the wall – that night he is killed and the Babylonian empire ends with the Persian/Medes taking over.

Daryavesh Year 1 Daniel expects redemption – when it doesn't come, looks over the prophecy again.

Koresh Year 1 – Allows Jew to return to Israel – start rebuilding the temple – that year they are stopped – after enemies (among them Haman's son) claim they will rebel if allowed to continue.

TEMPLE NOT BUILT – throughout Koresh, Achashveirosh, reign until Achashveirosh son – Daryavesh – will rebuild the temple.

Timelines

Everyone knew of Jeremiah's prophecy that the Jews would be redeemed "when the 70 years of Babylon would fill". Jeremiah sent this prophecy to the Jews in Babylon in encouragement to purchase homes and settle down in Chuts La'arets – not to expect a swift redemption as the false prophets were promising them. 

Jeremiah had proven himself as a true prophet. When all the false prophets were saying that Jerusalem wouldn't be destroyed, he warned that it would. Even the Babylonians – as they were exiling the Jews, gave Jeremiah honored and preferential treatment.

In Belshatsar's third year of reign – when he saw the Jews weren't redeemed at the time he calculated, he used the Holy Vessels of the Temple at his feast. That is when the G-dly hand appeared and wrote on the wall מנא מנא תקל ופרסין and that night he was killed and the Persian/Mede Empire took over.

Belshatsar's calculation:

Nebuchadnezar ruled 45 years

His Son Evil Merodach: 23

Belshatsar 2

= 70 years from the beginning of Babylon's rule.

Following Belshatsar's reign:

Daryavesh Hamadi 1year – During that year Daniel got thrown into the lion's den. (Daryavesh got killed at war and his son-in-law Koresh the Persian became king)

Koresh Haparsi (the Persian) 4 years -  he is the one who gave us permission to return and rebuild the temple, only to rescind the grant to build the temple after being told (by Haman's son Shimshi) that we would rebel if permitted to build it. His actions were in fulfillment of Jeremiah's prophecy After seventy years are accomplished for Babylon, I will remember you, and perform My good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place G-d didn't say that the Temple would be rebuilt after 70 Years, only that we would be granted permission to return. 

Achashveirosh 

After Achashveirosh has ruled for 2 years he figures that the 70 years that Jeremiah prophesized about must be 70 years from Babylons capture of Jerusalem – which was 8 years into Nebuchadnezar reign – 

Achashveirosh Calculation 

37 of Nebuchadnezar

23 Evil Merodach

3 Belshatsar

1 Daryasvesh

4 Koresh

2 Achashveirosh

= 70 since the capture of Jerusalem (the first time during the Judean King Yehoyakim)

Achashveirosh errs like everyone else, and thinks that G-d meant that after 70 years we would rebuild the temple – when in truth G-d tells us that we will be returned from exile after 70 years – that, in fact, had already happened, 70 years after Babylon's ascent to power – as the prophet had said After seventy years are accomplished for Babylon, I will remember you, and perform My good word toward you, in causing you to return to this place . 

Daniel

G-d tells Daniel a private prophecy that when the Temple will be in destruction for 70 years – we will rebuild it. No one made the calculation from the actual destruction of the Temple – 11 years after the first capture of Jerusalem. Only Daniel, after erring and being corrected by an angel – knows to calculate this way.

G-d's Calculation

26 of Nebuchadnezzar ( it was his 19th year when he destroyed the Temple)

23 Evil Merodach

3 Belshatsar

1 Daryasvesh

3 Koresh

14 Achashveirosh (it was in his 12th year that Haman Drew lots and was killed, 13th year that the Jews actually faught their enemies, 14th year that they instituted Purim)

2 Daryavesh the son of Ester and Achashveirosh – Granted Permission to Rebuild the Temple in his second year.

= 72 – but in truth it was 70 years because some of the kings years overlapped.

� סדר עולם רבה פרק כה'


� מגילה יא: ורש"י "שניה כבש" בשם מדרש רבה מצורע פ"יט


� רס"ג על דניאל שם


� מגילה יב.


� רש"י שם על פי יוסיפון


� The reason why it seems that more than 70 years past is because there is an overlap of years among the different kings – but the total amount of time that passed is 70 years.
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