בס"ד

With G-ds' Assistance
אל היסודות: פסח

 BACK TO BASICS: Pesach
נתנאל פרנקנטל

Netanel Frankenthal

www.TorahForMe.org





Netanel Frankenthal

02-653-6447

Note: this is a rough draft, written during the weee hours of the morning. I hope it is of use and free of mistakes. Your feedback is welcome – feedback will let me know if to continue making these pamphlets on other topics.

Pesach 5767
Before you continue reading you MUST note: In the year 5768 (2008) the eve of Pesach is on Shabbat – some of the laws are different, and are not addressed in this pamphlet. G-d should give me strength, and b"H in the future an edition will come out that does address this.
Pre-Passover:

Chamets free home – clean, (sell), search, burn, state, THANK THE WIFE

Rabbi – to sell chamets to non-Jew

Siyum for the eve of Pesach
Make sure the Suit, Kittel is Clean and Ironed
Take Haircut and Shave in honor of the Festival (take into account that many have the custom not to take a hair cut till Lag Ba'omer)

Needed for Passover:

Haggadah + Knowledge of the story of Exodus

Matzah
4 cups of wine for all present

Maror (Bitter Herbs – [bug free] Lettuce, ground horseradish [without vinegar])
Charoses
Karpas

Salt water

Food for the Meal (good to  have meat like on every Yom Tov meal)
Something to lean on
Important theme of the Seder: 
matchil bignut umesayem b'shevach מתחיל בגנות ומסיים בשבח 
We begin with the shame of our history and end with the praise – this is the dual nature of the Mitzvoth of the night – some exemplify our shameful past – as slaves and idol worshipers, others exemplify our praised status as free men tonight.
Chamets-Free Home – clean, (sell), search, burn, state, THANK THE WIFE

Clean – all rooms – make a list, clean all drawers, pockets of clothing etc. anywhere that one might find sizable chamets

Sell – Chamets to Non-Jew – through a Rabbi. Take into account the time differences if your going to be in chul. Chamets sold must be put away in a closet(s) or other enclosed area where it will not be mistakenly accessed over Pesach.

Search – the night before Pesach, (or before leaving the abode – then one has to omit the blessing). Search should take place at night, by light of (the room plus) flashlight or candle. We make a blessing prior to the search (when searching on the night of the 14th). It is customary to state after the search that we are nullifying from our possession any chomets that we haven't found. See the Haggadah or Machzor for the wording – this should be said in a language you understand.
Burn- we burn the remaining chamets the following morning 
State- after burning we state that any chamets that might have remained in our possession is hereby declared "hefker" free for all and not in our ownership – this should be said in a language you understand.

THANK THE WIFE – Always, and especially after the long hard work of preparing the house, and cooking for Pesach.
Eve of Passover

Wake up to an early miynan – you have to finish prayer and finish eating chamets by 4 hours into the day (this year [5767 - 2007] in Jerusalem 9:46 daylight savings time)

Fasting for first born: being that tonight the Egyptian firstborn in Egypt were killed in the tenth plague, it is customary that the first born in each family fast, children who cannot fast – the parents fast in their stead. It is customary to partake of a Siyum – a festive meal in honor of finishing a section of Torah. Such a meal is a Se'udat Mitzvah and participating in this meal is a mitzvah, thus overriding the custom to fast on this day. Most Minyanim have a Siyum – check with your local Orthodox Synagogue – some only have a siyum at a set time, not at every minyan.

Prohibition of Tasks in the Afternoon

All Melachot should be finished by noon – meaning one must have a hair cut and cut nails etc. by then. At noon, historically we would bring the Paschal offering – and thus would have to rest from doing Melachot, Rabbinicaly we are obligated to cease Melachot at noon (it has almost identical laws to Chol Hamo'ed) In the Year 5768 when the eve of Pessach is on Shabbat things are different.
Preparations for the eve of Passover
Set the table during the day – so the Seder can begin immediately at dark – it won't be delayed – so the children won't fall asleep.

Prepare the Pillows for Leaning
(Measure and) prepare the cups of wine

Prepare the Horseradish, Charoses, Salt Water
Roast the shankbone for Seder plate
Cook egg for Seder plate
Prepare the food for the meal

Take a nap so you will be able to stay awake

Call your parents and wish them a happy Holiday

Prepare candles to light in honor of Yom Tov
Misvot of the Night of Pesach
Biblical:

1. Eating Matzoh
2. Recounting the story of Exodus (we do this via reading the Hagadah)

Rabbinic:

1. Drinking 4 cups of wine (grape juice)

2. Eating Maror (the bitter herb)

3. Reciting Hallel

Our sages instituted that one must RECLINE as a display of majesty, while drinking the wine, eating the Matzoh,
Seder Plate
Contains:

3 Matsot – 2 like any festival and Shabbat + 1 to break for Afikoman
1. Maror

2. Charoses
3. Karpas

4. Salt Water

5. 2 Cooked foods (Customarily Shankbone
 & Egg)
Most people set up the Seder plate like the Arizal – as is illustrated in most Hagadah's. The Rama however rules that the plate should be set up following the principle ein ma'avirim al hamitzvot- אין מעבירים על המצוות we don't pass over mitzvoth. As such the plate should be organized in the order that the items will be used. 

Closest to the person – Karpas. To his left Salt water. 

Matzos.

Marror, with Charoses to the left. 

Furthest – Shankbone with Egg to the left.

4 Cups of Wine: 

Purpose: Demonstrate freedom.

Each cup our Sages aligned with a mitzvah
 – 
1. Kidush 

2. Recounting the story (Magid)

3. Bircat Hamazon
4. Hallel

Who is obligated: Men, Women, Children (Boys and Girls
) – who are old enough to understand something about the redemption from Egypt.
Wine – Grape Juice

One should use wine – or a mixture of wine and grape juice – that can intoxicate. This is how one fulfills demonstating freedom with the drinking of the 4 cups.
One who will not be able to complete the Seder or will become bedridden as a result of drinking wine, should substitute grape juice (even though he will not be in fulfillment of "demonstrating freedom" with the grape juice)
Amount:
Cup should be filled to the top. 
Cup should hold at least a Revi'is Halog – רביעית הלוג = 1/4 of a Log = 3.3 ounces
Two ways of evaluating this
 yield: 4.42 ounces and 3.3 ounces
We use the larger measurement for Biblical Mitzvoth and the smaller measurement for Rabbinic Mitzvoth. 
Being that the 4 Cups are Rabbinic - we use the smaller measurement of 3.3 ounces.

Halacha: One should drink the Majority of a Revi'is – 1.65 ounces. Stringency: There is an opinion that states that one should drink the majority of the wine in the cup. To satisfy this opinion as well, one should try to attain a cup that has exactly 3.3 ounces, (thus one won't have to drink more wine in order to fulfill this opinion as well.)
Extra Stringency: there is a preference to drink the whole contents of the cup (I don't think it would be proper to do this, if drinking so much wine will come at the expense of participating in the Seder and the Biblical Mitzvah of telling the story of Exodus)
Leniency: one unable to drink so much, may rely on the more lenient opinion that states that one has fulfilled his duty if they drank a cheekful – 3/4 ounce (it is preferable to drink a whole ounce)
Children should only drink a cheekful – which, for them, is a half an ounce.

Time: 

Halacha: one should finish drinking the minimum amount (majority of a Revi'is) in a span of time called k'dei shtiyat revi'it כדי שתיית רביעית. This is the amount of time it would take the average person to drink a complete Revi'is (provided he breaks it down into 2 sips and takes the cup away from his mouth in between sips)

Leniency: one may take up to the amount of time it takes to eat a half a loaf of bread כדי אכילת פרס  k'dei achilat pras (there are differing opinions that time this at 2 minutes or up to 9 minutes)
Reclining:
How: One must lean on the left side (lefties included).

One should lean on pillows (like royalty); if one cannot lean on pillows he may lean on any item - even a hard bench, someone else's knees etc.
Who is obligated: Men.

Women don't need to recline.

Sons should recline in their father's presence.

Students in the presence of their Torah Teacher
 may not recline, unless the teacher gave them permission.
One must recline while:

Drinking the 4 cups (during the drinking and not while making the blessing)

Eating the Matzah
Eating the Afikoman
One should recline while:

Eating the Karpas
 (Vegetable dipped in salt water)
Eating the Korech

Eating the meal (we don't do this, because it would be uncomfortable to us)
Kadesh we make Kiddush sanctifying the day.
We rush home once it is dark to begin the Seder.
It is customary to have someone else pour the wine – symbolizing royalty (we can pour for one another, but shouldn't pour for ourselves)

Halacha: Only the leader needs to have others pour for him.
Kidush cup should be clean
, solid and uncracked.

Blessing of Shehecheyanu: Said in celebration of the festival and the mitzvoth that accompany it – Hagada, Matzah, Hallel etc. and one should have them in mind as well.
Urchats 
We wash our hand in preparation of dipping the vegetable, and do NOT make a blessing on the washing
Karpas

We dip a
 (preferably raw and green
)vegetable in salt water and make the blessing Boreh Pri Ha'adama בורא פרי האדמה and eat less than a Kazayis (volume of an olive). We should have in mind that the blessing is already being said for the Marror – bitter herbs.
This is done כדי שישאלו התינוקות - so the children will notice something strange – that we are dipping vegetables before the meal
, and question
. We do many things tonight to draw the children's attention and encourage their questions, involvement, and interest.

The salt water should be prepared before Yom Tov
If one hasn’t' prepared it, one may prepare a small amount on Yom Tov, and one should ensure that the mixture shouldn't reach a ratio of 2/3 salt/water.

We eat less than a Kazayis of Karpas
 because it is unclear as to whether we should make an after-blessing on the Karpas. By eating less than a Kazayis we avoid the issue because on less than a Kazayis we never have to make an after-blessing.
Yachats – we break the middle matzoh and wrap the larger piece as Afikoman in a cloth and hide it.
We are about to begin the narration of the Exodus – Magid. The Torah calls the Matzoh lechem oni לחם עוני. This can mean Bread of the Poor. Or this can mean Bread of the Answer. Our sages applied both understandings and derived from this that the Matzoh is to be broken – like a poor man who has to be content with fragments of bread. This has to be done before we start our "Answers" – Magid, so that the bread will be "poor man's bread" – broken- when we start saying our answers. 
It is customary for the leader to "hide" the Afikoman and for the children to "find" it. The leader will later ask for them to return it and they are allowed to "demand payment"– a gift- for the Afikoman. This is one of the ways to encourage them to remain awake – they have to be around at the end of the meal – when we will need the Afikoman – in order to demand their "payment".
We wrap the Afikoman in commemoration of the verse Exodus 12:34

 לד  וַיִּשָּׂא הָעָם אֶת-בְּצֵקוֹ, טֶרֶם יֶחְמָץ; מִשְׁאֲרֹתָם צְרֻרֹת בְּשִׂמְלֹתָם, עַל-שִׁכְמָם. 34 And the people took their dough before it was leavened, their kneading-troughs being bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders. 
Magid the recounting of the exodus.
This is a Biblical Commandment. Women are also obligated to perform this Mitzvah
.
It is the major point of the night and the Torah commands us numerous times to recount the exodus to our children – regardless of their religious level
.
The Maror and Matzoh should be lying before us on the table when we recount the story.

We are obligated to say the Hagada – and understand the recounting.
Raise the broken Matzoh as we say he lachma anya הא לחמא עניא this is the bread of poverty.
One will say in this paragraph – kol dichfin yeisey v'yeichol – all who are hungry let them come and eat. One is primarily saying this to those around the table.

After this, we remove the table – as though the meal is over. This is to puzzle the children and get them to question "hey, what is going on here, we haven't eaten yet? Why are we removing the table?" 

Nowadays that we eat on large tables and the table isn't removed at the end of each meal, we remove the Seder plate in a manner that signifies that the meal is over.  Today it is customary to simply cover the Matzot at this point.
We pour for one another the second Cup

This cup is poured to accompany the Mitzvah of Magid.
Ma Nishtana is asked by the child. Even if there is no child present – someone should ask the Ma Nishtana – a student, the wife, or a friend – the format of the Haggadah is to ask these questions – and we don't change the format.

It is customary for everyone to eventually say the Ma Nishtana – and this is the proper way to do it.

Avadim Hayinu – we begin answering the questions by recounting that we were once slaves in Egypt and Hashem took us out of Egypt miraculously. Being that this is the beginning of our long answer – Magid, we "return" the Matzohs (nowadays we uncover them) in fulfillment of Matzah characterization as "bread of Answers" and also to fulfill the verse ח  וְהִגַּדְתָּ לְבִנְךָ, בַּיּוֹם הַהוּא לֵאמֹר:  בַּעֲבוּר זֶה, עָשָׂה יְהוָה לִי, בְּצֵאתִי, מִמִּצְרָיִם. 8 And thou shalt tell thy son in that day, saying: It is because of that which the LORD did for me when I came forth out of Egypt. 

This verse indicates that we are pointing to something – the Matzoh and Maror - when we answer our children and recount the Exodus to them
V'he She'amda traditionally sung. We raise the cup of wine at this point, and to shield the Matzoh from the shame of being outranked by the wine, we cover it.
When recounting the ten plagues consecutively we dip a finger into the cup and take out a drop of wine for each plague. We do the same for the acronym "D'tsach, Adash, B'achav" and for the sentence "Dam, v'esh, v'timrot ashan".
Raachtsa- we wash our hands for eating the "bread" (Matsoh) and this time we make the blessing "al netilat yadayim". 

Some have the custom to have others wash the hands of the leader of the Seder – a sign of free men. Others extend this to all present. It is improper to have a man wash a woman's hands or vice' versa. 

Motsi – we make the blessing of Hamotsi 

We  hold all 3 Matsoh's during the blessing of Hamotsi.

Matzah – we then release the bottom Matsoh and make the blessing "al achilat Matzah" (who has commanded us concerning the eating of Matzoh) over the broken piece and the top whole Matzah
When making the blessing "al achilat Matzah" (who has commanded us concerning the eating of Matzoh) we should have in mind that this blessing refers to:

1. The Matzoh we will eat now

2. The Korech sandwich (consisting of Matsoh and Maror – in remembrance of Hillel's practice in Temple days)

3. The Afikoman (according to one opinion, that is when we are in essence fulfilling the obligation to eat Matzoh)
Being that the blessing is going to refer to the Korech sandwich as well, one shouldn't talk
 until after one has eaten the sandwich. ( we don't remain silent until after the Afikoman, because this would be too difficult)
After making the blessings the leader eats a Kazayis
 (volume of an olive) from each of the top two Matzos (simultaneously). This is because we are uncertain – which one of the top two the blessing of "al achilat Matzah" reffered to.

The other participants eat 1 Kazayis of Matzah.
All (Men) must recline while eating the Matzoh.
There are differing customs as to whether the Matzoh is dipped in salt
The Kazayis should be eaten within 2 minutes.

We eat Shemura Matsoh in performance of this Mitzvah. This is Matzoh that has been watched (לשם מצת מצוהfor the sake of the Mitzvah of eating Matzoh) from the time of harvest, against fermentation.
 
Maror – We make a blessing "al achilat Maror" (who commanded us regarding the eating of Marror) and eat a Kazayis of maror.

When making the blessing, one should have in mind that it is also going on the Korech sandwich

Women are also obligated to eat Maror.

Being that this Mitzvah is Rabbinic – we rely on the opinion that the measurement of a Kazayis is only 1.1 ounces. And if this too is to difficult, we rely on the opinion that it is .7 ounces. One may also adopt the leniency of taking up to 9 minutes in consuming the Maror.

Before making the blessing on the Maror we dip it into the charoses to lessen its' bitterness.
We do not recline while eating the Maror.

Korech-  We make a sandwich of a Kazayis of Matzah
 and a Kazayis of Maror
. We dip the sandwich in the charoses.

One should take care not to speak from the time one has said the blessing over the Matzah till one has finished eating the Korech sandwich.
The Leader uses the bottom Matzah for Korech.
We declare that we are doing this in rememberane of how Hillel use to eat his Pascal offering as a sandwich with Matzah and marror.
Shulchan Orech- we eat the festive meal, taking care not to overindulge – so we leave room for the afikoman to be eaten with an appetite.

One should also take care not to drink too much, so one will remain awake for the end of the seder.

Some have the custom to eat an egg at the meal – commemorating the destruction of the Temple – and that we cannot bring the Pascal offering tonight. 
Tsafun- we take out the hidden – afikoman and eat a Kazayis
, reclining. 

This is in place of the Pesach offering that would be eaten at the end of the meal. 
The Afikoman should be eaten by midnight. If one missed midnight, one should still eat the Afikoman.

This is an incomplete and the rest of it will b'H be ready for next year – in Jerusalem rebuilt.

עבדים היינו – מתחיל בגנות – שמכרנו את יוסף לעבד – ועל כן נגזר עלינו להיות עבדים גם רוקח
מצוה עלינו לספר – למרות שאנו יודעים הסיפור –1 יש מצוה דוקא בלילה זה לספר, 2ונאה לנו ולו שנספר שבחו – על הניסים שעשה לנו בלילה הזה רוקח 
מעשה – למרות שהיו בקיאים היו דורשין אגדות של פסח ולולי הפסקת התלמידים היו ממשיכים
א"ר אלעזר בן עזריה – עכשיו חכמים מודים שהגאולה התחילה מהלילה – ועכשיו זמן הנס – והסיפור בזמנו

� Preferably the shank bone is roasted


� Think of the philosophical implications – we don't drink wine – unless it is aligned with a Mitzvah


�  If one has a reason to need a leniency with regard to giving young Girls wine, he should consult his Rabbi, there is room for leniency, but this isn't he place to elaborate.


� See copy of Kol Dodi Hagada pg/12-13


�  Even a teacher who is not the primary Torah mentor (רבו מובהק)


�  Not all agree that we should recline during Karpas


� We should recline because we are eating Matzoh. It is not absolutely necessary – since the main component is the marror.


� Prior to Kidush the cup should be rinsed. This is also true for the third cup – of Birkat Hamazon. The 2nd and 4th cup to not require prior rinsing. See Hagadat Kol Dodi pg82-84 for an explanation.


� The Gemara never refers to this dipping as Karpas. The word literally means celery.


� Cooked vegetables satiate, and the purpose of this vegetable is to arouse our appetite


�  Preferably celery or cabbage – if you can attain insect free. Otherwise one may use potatoes, carrots, cucumbers, tomatoes or some other vegetable.


� R. Feinstein Shlita writes that the peculiarity is in the fact that we will be dipping twice tonight – something evidenced by the charoses dip prepared on the Seder plate.


� Our answer to his queery "why are you dipping vegetables tonight?", is that this is to symbolize that we are free men. Free men have dips before scrumptious meals to stimulate there appetite –and we too are free tonight because Hashem took us out of Egypt. That is the reason for all the things we do "like free men", we will take a while in recounting how Hashem took us out of Egypt, and the Karpas will also help us to ward off our hunger. Bach as explained by R. Feinstein


� If one ate more than a Kazayis – he still shouldn't make an after-blessing, unless he ate a cooked vegetable. See Kol Dodi Hagada pg.41-42 and footnote1.


� R. Feinstein ruled that women should say the Hagada from "Rabban Gamliel used to say…" till the end of Magid.


� Exodus 13,8 ח  וְהִגַּדְתָּ לְבִנְךָ, בַּיּוֹם הַהוּא לֵאמֹר:  בַּעֲבוּר זֶה, עָשָׂה יְהוָה לִי, בְּצֵאתִי, מִמִּצְרָיִם. 8 And thou shalt tell thy son in that day, saying: It is because of that which the LORD did for me when I came forth out of Egypt.


� If one has spoken, he need not repeat any blessing


� The Talmud teaches that the volume of an olive = 1/2 the volume of an egg. An average egg = 3 ounces, Kazayis would be 1.5 ounces. One sheet of Matzoh 7*6.25 inches is approximately this amount. There are opinions that would render a Kazayis at .7 ounces. Upon eating 1.5 ounces – one has eaten 2 kazayis according to these opinions. Being that eating 2 Kazayis is a stringency, in this regard, we rely on this opinion.


� (if that isn't available one uses Matzah guarded from the time it was ground to flour, if that isn't available we use Matzah that was guarded from the time of kneading – consult your local orthodox rabbi as to whether this may be done today, common flour is sometimes 100% Chamets.)





� Using the smaller measurement of 1.1 ounces – because this eating is Rabbinic


� , If one is using Horseradish– which is difficult to eat, one should use the smaller measurement of .7 fluid ounces. If one is using lettuce, one should use 1.1 fluid ounces.


� The Large measurement of the Kezayis 1.5 fluid ounces should be used, because according to some opinions this is the Biblical fulfillment of the obligation to eat Matzah..





