Book of Shmuel
Leaders:

Shmuel (Samuel): 2832-2884 (
-928B.C.E. to -876B.C.E.)

Son of Elkana who was a leader and prophet from the tribe of Levi from the offsprings of Korach. Shmuel's mother Chana was barren for many years and was blessed by Eli the Kohen Gadol to have a child – his blessing came true and she bore Shmuel (according to the medrash she was 130 years old at the time). Shmuel grew uop on the Mishkan under Eli's tutelage. He became known as a prophet as a lad. He was the last Shofet. He is considered to be equal to Moshe and Aharon together! He anointed our first King – Shaul (Saul) and beginning of the Davidic dynasty – anointed King David. He was exceptional in his devotion to the Jewish people, he would constantly travel to teach people the way of Hashem. He was meticulous in being self-sufficient. In spite of the fact that he spent his life traveling, he would take everything he needed wherever he went. He didn't take any "benefits" from any man.He lived to the age of 52 and was the official Shofet (Judge) for 13 years.

Shaul (Saul): 2881-2884 (-879B.C.E. to -876B.C.E.)

Our first King from the tribe of Benjamin
. Was an enormous Tsadik and a brave warrior. He was exceptionally modest and kind – he shied away from accepting the throne, and as king would take care of poor brides to ensure they had what they needed for the wedding. He himself attained the level of prophecy a few times in his life. He led the Jewish people to many victories. He erred in not following Shmuel (the prophet's) orders correctly, and as such lost the right to maintain control of the empire. His son-in-law David was to take over the monarchy. Towards the end of his life he was plagued by a "bad spirit" from Hashem that caused him to view David as his nemesis and invest his efforts in trying to kill him. He ultimately gave up his life in battle fighting to protect the Jews from the Philistines. His son Yehonatan (Jonathan) was a great friend of David, and was killed in battle with his father. His chief General was his relative Avner ben Ner.
David: 2854-2924 (-906 B.C.E. to -836 B.C.E)

Was the son of Yishay (Jesse) a great tsaddik who never sinned a sin to deserve death. Came from the great family of Yehuda (Judah) and from Ruth the Moabite Ger. In the beginning of his life many questioned his legitimacy – due to his lineage. Ultimately he married King Saul's daughter Michal. Served as King Saul's weapons carrier and played music before him to allay his "bad spirit". Began his military success (at age 29) with the miraculous victory over the Philistine giant Goliat (Goliath). Compiled
 the book of Tehilim (Psalms). His friendship with Yehonatan the son of Shaul is exemplary of a friendship that is true and not contingent on externals. He spent much of his life being attacked – first by King Saul – his father in law, then by King Saul's supposed successor – Ish boshet, later his son Avshalom rebelled – and gathered most of the Jewish people against his father, and finaly Sheva ben Bichri also tried to arrange a rebellion. His tremendous general Yoav was his nephew (the son of his sister Tseruya). 
Do'eg the Edomite was an evil person
 who was his archenemy from day 1. He spurned King Saul against him, and murdered Nov the city of Kohanim for allegedly assisting David. He seized many opportunities to harm David. 

Shim'i ben Geirah from the tribe of Binyamin was a relative of King Saul. He was a great sage heading the Sanhedrin. He cursed David when he was being chased by Avshalom. None-the-less, King David, recognizing his Torah genius, took him as his son Shlomo's Rebbe.
King David erred in taking Batsheva the (former) wife of Uriya Hachiti (the Hitite) the granddaughter of Achitofel.( Seeking revenge, Achitofel
 his wisest advisor
 – joined forces against him in Avshalom's rebellion.) David was punished:

Their first child died when he was 7 days old, his daughter Tamar was raped by her brother Amnon, his son Avshalom killed Amnon, Avshalom rebelled – fought David and raped some of his wives. Avshalom was killed by his cousin Yoav.

In spite of the fact that their relationship began improperly, G-d approved of David's marriage to Batsheva and her second son Shlomo (Solomon) was named by G-d Yedidya (Friend of G-d) and was chosen by G-d to succeed the throne. King David had 18 wives and many children. He ruled for 40 years and lived to the age of 70 passing away on Shabbat Shavuot. He atoned for his sins and was a great Tsaddik. One of his great legacies was his ability to do teshuva and not give up when everything seemed to be going against him.
� Formula for converting dates: 	Jewish Date -3760= Greogorian date. 


				Gregorian Date +3760= Jewish Date


� He was chosen a short time after the tribe of Benjamin had fought a civil war against all of the other tribes, and lost. For a time the other tribes had banished the remaining few hundred survivors of the tribe of Benjamin, so it is noteworthy that in spite of their seemingly low status in their brethren's eyes, a man from their tribe was chosen by G-d to be king.


� Compiled – Not all of Tehilim is the works of King David – He compiled his works together with the works of 9 other Tsaddikim – Adam, Moshe, Korachs 3 sons, Shlomo, Yedutun, Heiman, 


� He has no portion in the world to come.


� He also has no portion in the world to come.


� One of the wisest men that ever lived.





